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Good morning everyone. Thank you for tuning into the message this morning.

| want to remind you of the prayer requests page. Please visit the page on the website
and remember those in prayer who have requested it.

Teresa and | have reserved the campgrounds for when the world calls Aug., 20 through
the 23rd. The 20th is a Sonday. We will plan on doing this the way we have in the past,
where we open up sign in for 1:00pm that afternoon. Then, we'll begin the Conference
with a dinner, followed by our opening Assembly that evening. We already have a great
lineup of speakers. I'm very excited again to hear from our young men - then we have
some of the same old guys ready to speak as well.

If you even think you are coming - | need you to go to the website and click the link for
the Conference. There is a sign up page on there. Teresa and | and Jerry and Chrissy
have paid a non-refundable deposit for this campground and we want to get things
going sooner than later. So, please go and sign up for the Conference so we can begin
making the plans. We have always been able to cover our expenses - which is all we try
to do - by asking you to pay for your rooms - then just give free will offerings to help us
cover the food costs.

| have finally begun the process of compiling all the messages together for a new book
concerning water as found in the Scripture. | think I'm going to call it, “Everything You
Didn't Know About '‘Baptism'in the Bible.” There are actually quite a few titles | could
come up with. Of course, I'm not settled on that one, what | just said was actually an
attempt at humor - of which you all know what a comedian | am.

The book could be called, “Things You Didn't Know About Water in the Bible - That You
Still Continue to Fight Against Even When They Are Shown To You From Scripture.” |
believe the information is vitally important and | also believe that the false teaching of
the “church” related to these water issues is one of the biggest reasons why men and
women, boys and girls have not obeyed the Gospel and even more concerning than
that - they have not obeyed - because they have never heard.

When you tell someone that “obeying the Gospel” means dunking yourself in physical



H20 water - as opposed to dunking yourself in the Kingship of Christ, the Government
of God, His Laws, His Statutes, His Judgments and His Perfect Will - which is exactly
what the Gospel of the Kingdom is - the true Gospel of Jesus Christ is lost. And if the
true Gospel of Jesus Christ is lost - then whatever it is that men have created for
themselves and have passed it off as “the Gospel” has become nothing but the
commandments of men. And when the Gospel is changed to just the commandments
of men - we need to see what happens. Because it's the same thing that is going on
today. Turn to Mark chapter 7, let's begin in verse 1

[1] Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which
came from Jerusalem.

[2] And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say,
with unwashen, hands, they found fault.

[3] For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not,
holding the tradition of the elders.

Now watch. Jesus is talking about the Pharisees. These were the religious leaders in
Jerusalem during the time of Christ. Jesus is telling His disciples and those that were
listening to Him that day - they better be careful about following their religious leaders -
instead of following Him. Look at verse 3 again -

...the Pharisees - and all the Jews.....

Apparently, the Pharisees had been quite successful in leading - the text says - all the
Jews - as we shall see in a minute - away from the Commandments of God so they
could keep their own made up religion according to their tradition.

[4] And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not.

Fatal flaw number one in not understanding what is going on in this scene. “Except they
wash.”

Remember what the Greek word here is for wash? | haven't forgotten and | doubt many
of you have forgotten. The Greek word is baptismos.

For those who wish that wasn't so - because - “baptism” is ALWAYS full body immersion
- right? “Baptism” is always full body immersion according to the traditions that have
been passed down - beginning with the Catholic “church” - then modified according to
whatever man has decided to try to force others to accept his erroneous teaching.
Whether it be Campbell or Joseph Smith or a host of others.



“Except they wash.” Why isn't it except they “baptize” themselves, they eat not?
There's several reasons why the translators both old and modern refused to translate
baptismos in the same manner in which they did in the majority of the other times it's
found in the Bible. The first being, it doesn't fit their narrative. Of course, if they
understood the meaning of baptismos. But, let's not tell people any of that.

In Mr. Strong's elementary Greek dictionary, he defines it this way:

Bantiouoc baptismas, bap-tis-mos'; from G907; ablution (ceremonial or Christian):—
baptism, washing.

From the Blue Letter Bible definition for baptismos:
a washing, purification effected by means of water

of washing prescribed by the Mosaic law (Heb 9:10) which seems to mean an exposition
of the difference between the washings prescribed by the Mosaic law and Christian
baptism (they say)

If they would have left it at the truth - that it was the washings prescribed by the
Mosaic Law - | think there might be a lot less lost people than there are today.
Baptismos - baptize - baptism - those were physical washings prescribed in the Law God
gave Moses - and I'll say this because | can say it on authority - | have never in my life -
listened to a message from a preacher - listen now to what I'm saying - I'm not saying
no preacher has ever preached it - that's not what | am saying - | am saying / have never
heard it preached - | have never heard with my own two ears a preacher - of any kind -
preach that baptismos was part of the Law God gave Moses.

But it is. And it doesn't take much reading to find it. Just go back to where we find the
Law given to Moses and you will find it. Over and over and over. It was water and blood.
It was not just the blood. It was water and the blood. But in our generation and in
generations before - because the true Gospel of Jesus Christ has been turned into
something that doesn't even resemble the Gospel found in the Word - the Gospel that
was once delivered to the saints - it doesn't fit for people to know that it wasn't just the
blood. It was blood and water. Why? Why blood and water? In most instances, | think
they are very close in understanding on the blood part - but it's the water that they
have missed badly.

Jesus Himself tried to explain the importance of the water throughout His entire
ministry. When He first changed the “baptismal” waters into wine. That was huge.
When He told the woman at the well that physical water was not the water she should
have been looking for - but rather - the Living Water that only Jesus could give her.



The water elements of the Law God gave Moses were of great significance because
they pointed - they were types and shadows - of the Living Water that the Messiah
would someday bring to Israel - to replace the Old Covenant sacrificial system. If we
don't know these things - we are going to miss the understanding of what the true
Gospel of the Kingdom of God is.

So again. Because the Pharisees - the religious leaders of our day - have conditioned all
the people - just like Pavlov's dog - that every time they hear any variation of the sound
bapto - their minds immediately are filled with images of a “church water ritual.” Mark
7:4 cannot dare be read as baptismos - “Except they baptize their hands often” because
that would cause too many questions. Too many inquiring minds might see that and
demand answers. This is a text that clearly leads us to the understanding that physical
H20 water is what this talking about. And it's clearly showing that baptismos - is not
only NOT a “church water ritual” but it is absolutely not requiring a full body
immersion. It says baptize the hands. Continue with verse 4.

And many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the
washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables.

Here again. “The washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables.”

The Greek word for washing is baptimos. Why didn't they translate this as

)

“The baptism or the baptizing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables.

It doesn't fit the narrative. You have been expected to believe that “baptism” only
refers to a full body dunking of yourself in physical H20 water - for the remission of
your sins. For people to see the “baptizing” of hands, and cups and pots and brasen
vessels and tables - well - that just won't work. So, in one of the rare instances, they
actually translated the word correctly - when they used wash and washing.

In the Law God gave Moses, the word for the most important use of water in the Law -
was most times translated as wash, or bathe. Friends, I'm telling you, if you do not
understand the way water was used in the Law God gave Moses, you will be led astray
by the modern day Pharisees today that have traded the true, pure Commands of God
for the traditions and commands of men. Verse 5:

[5] Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?

Unwashen. Mr. Strong's says this about unwashen:

avurtocg dniptos, an'-ip-tos; from G1 (as a negative particle) and a presumed derivative
of G3538; without ablution:—unwashen.



Mr. Webster's 1828 Dictionary says this about ablution, listen closely:
ABLU'TION, noun [Latin ablutio, from ab and luo or lavo to wash.]
1. In a general sense, the act of washing; a cleansing or purification by water.

2. Appropriately, the washing of the body as a preparation for religious duties, enjoined
by Moses and still practiced in many countries.

You better believe that.

2. Appropriately, the washing of the body as a preparation for religious duties, enjoined
by Moses and still practiced in many countries.

Yes, they call it “baptism.”

3. In chimistry, the purification of bodies by the affusion of a proper liquor, as water to
dissolve salts.

4. In medicine, the washing of the body externally as by baths; or internally, by diluting
fluids.

5. Pope has used ablution for the water used in cleansing.
6. The cup given to the laity without consecration, in popish churches.

I'm telling you, friends, if a man does not understand how water was intertwined
throughout the Law God gave Moses - that man will not understand water in the last 27
books of the Bible - and - as we see - from the Pope to the Cambellite - the “churches of
Christ” - and almost all points in between - they still teach the application of physical
water to the flesh as enjoined by Moses - as a means of the forgiveness of sins. This is
one of the most popular ways that the “church” and the “churchmen” - in the spirit of
the Pharisees - have led people away from the Gospel of the Kingdom of God and have
caused people to place their trust in a false gospel - one that is powerless to save. Verse
6:

[6] He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you
hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their
heart is far from me.

[7] Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men.

[8] For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as
the washing of pots and cups [the baptizing of pots and cups]: and many other
such like things ye do.

[9] And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye
may keep your own tradition.



[10] For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth
father or mother, let him die the death:

[11] But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to
say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free.
[12] And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother;

[13] Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye
have delivered: and many such like things do ye.

Making the Word of God of none effect through your tradition, through your own
religions you have created for yourselves - is exactly what those people did - and it is
exactly what has been going on ever since. Believing in a “gospel” that is not based on
the Word of God - friends - people can even call their gospel - the gospel according to
Jesus Christ - but that doesn't mean that just because they say a word with the letters J-
E-S-U-S in it - that that somehow covers a multitude of error.

These people had created a system for themselves - and it is so very similar to the
modern day social security systems that nearly every country on earth has created for
themselves - and have forced their people into accepting and participating in - and
Jesus said - “If you do this - and many other such like things have you created for
yourselves, many things you have created for yourselves that violated the Laws of God -
when you do this, you have made the Word of God of no effect in your lives.

Friends, if the Word of God is of no effect in your life - you are lost. You can J-E-S-U-S
until you are blue in the face - but God's Word is not going to be defeated. We can say
what we want - but if the way we live does not conform to the teachings found in the
Word - we are lost.

The “church” and the “churchmen” have done all they can do to separate the Kingship
of Christ from the Gospel. But a Gospel separated from the Kingship of Christ, from the
exclusive Government of God on this earth - is no gospel at all. Today, the Word of God
has been rendered of no effect in the lives of most people because of the traditions
they have created for themselves that are counter to the Laws of God, the Will of God,
the Way God expects His Creation to live.

| suppose the first time | ever really dug deep into the meaning of this passage, | was
around 20 or 21 years of age. | had finished with “Bible college” and was the youth
director and the music director of a large Baptist “church.” This is the same place where
| have told you before that the “pastor” of this “church” had been bringing in people
who were renown in what was referred to as the “Christian Patriot” movement in
America. Names such as Red Beckman, George Hansen, Bill Benson, Lindsey Williams,



John Lewis, Everett Sileven and others. | was young. | was impressionable. | was deeply
devoted to the “church” and | was deeply devoted to the Bible.

Also during that time period, as is the case in almost all the “churches” - futurism was
first and foremost and was always kept in front of the people in the pews. All the evil
going on - fulfillment of Bible prophecy. But the rapture would soon be taking place. At
one point, it was guaranteed, a slam-dunk - no way this isn't true - the rapture would
take place in 1988. Jerry Falwell declared the 1980s as the “Decade of Destiny.” There
was simply no way that life on earth as we knew it would continue past the 1980s. They
based this foolishness on the fact that Israel[i] became a state in 1948 - and that
generation would not pass away, till all these things be fulfilled. And, of course, here we
are, 35 years later.

During this most impressionable time of my life, some of these men were convinced,
they had to be, they had to come up with their theories on “the anti-christ” one of
which was Ronald Reagan, why? Because his name was Ronald Wilson Reagan. Each
name had six letters - so it was 666. Others theorized it was a pope. Others said it was
someone living in Israel[i], some Israeli “prince” or something like that, it was so stupid
| don't even remember.

Then, they had to come up with their theory on “the mark of the beast.” Turn to
Revelation chapter 13, please. Let's begin in verse 1, please. | want you to remember
now, as we read this, | am placing myself back in my own history to when | was about
21 years ago. At that time, | was just getting ready to shed futurism - but had not done
so yet. | was falling for the ridiculousness of what | was being taught - by grown men -
men in their 50s, 60s 70s - that Jesus was soon coming. That the Great Tribulation
period was soon coming. All the vials and plagues of the Book of Revelation were soon
to be unleashed on the earth. The battle of Armageddon was nearing. There were signs
of the Euphrates River drying up and China had 6,000,000 soldiers training on horses.
On horses. How stupid? Laughable. But this is the garbage we were being told and it
was coming from preachers, “men of God” who “knew” the Word, men of prayer, men
who were close to God, sincere, devout, preachers of the Word. But spewing the most
non-sensical, unBiblical teachings, and people - by the millions were falling for it. | was
one of them that was deceived and believed that we were all on the verge of the
fulfillment of the Book of Revelation - and - in regards to the “Mark of the Beast”
specifically - Revelation chapter 13, verse 1.

[1] And | stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea,
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his
heads the name of blasphemy.



[2] And the beast which | saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the
feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his
power, and his seat, and great authority.

[3] And | saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly
wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.

Friends, | was 21 years old. Deeply devoted to the Bible, to Christ, to the Word, and to
the “church.” | believed the fulfillment all of this was near. Days - months - at the most
just a few years from taking place. This is what supposedly was getting ready to take
place - and | was falling for it, hook, line and sinker. Now | wasn't the only one.

[4] And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they
worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make
war with him?

[5] And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and
blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.

Brethren, 42 months is a blink of an eye. That's not even four years. And all of this was
getting ready to happen and | was going to see all of this happen in my lifetime.

[6] And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name,
and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.

[7] And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome
them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

[8] And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
[9] If any man have an ear, let him hear.

[10] He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the
sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the
saints.

[11] And | beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two
horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.

[12] And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth
the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly
wound was healed.

You need to understand, and for those of you roughly my age who went through all this
maniacal teaching, | don't need to tell you. | hope this is bringing back memories for
you, though. But these respected “Bible teachers” during this day had all this stuff
figured out. They explained the deadly wound and all this imagery taking place -the
beast coming up out of the sea - they had laid out their case for who the players were



and how all this was going to come down. | truly believe they believed their garbage -
and they convinced a lot of people of what was supposedly soon coming on the earth.
Here | was, 20-21 years old and just captivated by this. | had heard all about this stuff
from a very little kid in the 60s - now - it was now the 80s and it was all going to end by
1988. In the 1980s, men like Jerry Falwell had huge followings. They were on TV. They
brought in millions of dollars. They were well respected. They were brought before
governors and presidents. The “government of Israel[i] gave Jerry Falwell his own
private jet. When these men spoke, people listened to them. | listened to them. | was
duped just like everyone else was.

[13] And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from
heaven on the earth in the sight of men,

[14] And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles
which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on
the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by
a sword, and did live.

Now watch.

[15] And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of
the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the
image of the beast should be killed.

Friends, this was serious business. We're talking life or death. If you refused to worship
this soon coming beast - you would be killed. This, we were told, is what the Bible said.
This was going to happen and you needed to prepare yourself for this. Of course, most
of this message came with the teaching that before you would be killed for not
worshiping the beast, you'd be raptured away, but that was beside the point. People
were going to die for not worshiping the beast.

[16] And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:

This beast that was soon going to be revealed, and we're talking days, months, a few
years at the most was going to cause everyone to receive a mark in their right hand or
in their foreheads. And, if you didn't have that mark....

[17] And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name
of the beast, or the number of his name.

[18] Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the
beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore
and six.



These preachers were so convinced that this was getting ready to happen. | mean,
every single time something even remotely resembling any of this took place, they'd
come to “church” and hold up the newspaper clippings and show everyone and
everyone would ooh and aah that the prophecies were being fulfilled. Then, and | can't
even remember which one of them it was, made a passing statement that he hoped the
“social security number” was not the mark of the beast, because then everyone was in
big trouble - because - turn over to Revelation chapter 14, begin in verse 1:

[1] And | looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their
foreheads.

These were 144,000 saints who had not taken the mark of the beast. Instead, they had
their Father's name written in their foreheads. As | read this all those years ago, the
whole concept of what | had been taught about the “mark of the beast” was starting to
unravel because | began to see it was not based on the Word of God - but on men's
fantasy worlds that they had created. These were not tattoos. They were not
implantable chips. The language of in the hand and in the forehead were both Bible
terms that had been around long before John wrote Revelation 13 and 14. But, at this
time in my life, | wasn't all the way there, yet. In the forehead - means our thoughts,
our beliefs, “as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” It is our cognitive thinking.

[2] And | heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the
voice of a great thunder: and | heard the voice of harpers harping with their
harps:

[3] And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four
beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and
forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.

[4] These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins.
These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were
redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.

Friends, these were the saints that the New Covenant World was going to be built
upon. And, they would not take “the mark of the beast.”

Whatever this mark of the beast was - it was an identification mark that unless
someone had that mark - they would be unable to buy or sell during that time. That
mark was something that identified them with the “government” of that time - and
when they had that mark - they could participate in the economy of that “government.”

This was all the way back in the early 1980s where I'm telling you | was learning the
importance of these things. All the way back in the early 1980s, there were some
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“preachers” “churchmen” that were telling people that the “social security number”
was the mark of the beast. Of course, they began to walk that back somewhat - since
they all had one and were using it. They changed their speech to say, “The social
security number is the forerunner to the mark of the beast. It's not in the hand or in the
forehead, yet.” That's when the implant chip first started to gain traction in the minds
of those people. Of course, then they had to rationalize how it was okay for it to be
under the skin - instead of on the skin - like a tattoo. The bar code was first starting to
get popular back then and the Chick Bible Company tracts used to have mark of the
beast tracts with crowds of people having a bar code on their foreheads. But, forget the
details, all this was getting ready to occur and was supposed to come very quickly.
Verse 5, those that refused the mark.

[5] And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the
throne of God.

[6] And | saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people,

[7] Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and the fountains of waters.

[8] And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.

[9] And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his
hand,

[10] The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out
without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with
fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the
Lamb:

[11] And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they
have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever
receiveth the mark of his name.

So here | am. Being taught that all of this was going to be fulfilled in just a few short
years, and I'm reading these passages that whoever takes the mark of the beast - would
be damned to hell fire and brimstone day and night with no rest and eternal torment.

Then, | have some of these same men telling me that the social security number was -
at the very least - the forerunner to the mark of the beast. Well, | wasn't using that
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number already by that point. Now, I'm convinced more than ever, that not only should
| not use the number, but if | do, | am risking the eternal punishment of God in hell, fire
and brimstone, forever and ever. | wasn't using the number - now - | was convinced
more than ever that | should not be using that number. | could not then, understand
why everyone else was not getting this. Why was |, seemingly, the only one in that
“church” that did not understand that followers of Christ, if they had been using that
number, needed to repent - if there was repentance available - beg for forgiveness -
and knowing the lateness of the hour - determine to never use that number again? |
could not understand why no one else got it. But, | was bound and determined to never
use that number and risk not having my name found in the Book of Life. Verse 12:

[12] Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
Commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

What does that mean? If we understood the Commandments of God, we would
understand the very first Commandment, that being,

Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.

Thou shalt have no other rulers, judges, magistrates before Me. The mark in the
Christian's forehead is the mark of the Government of God. It is not the mark of man's
little g “governments.” The best way to know that you are not risking a mark of a beast -
is just not to have any marks from them of any kind.

Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.

We have the Mark of God on our foreheads. There's no room for any markings from the
world. Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. If we understood this, we would know
that we should not be marked by any other government - besides His. Those that kept
the Commandments of God - as described and defined here in the Book of Revelation
were those who did not take the mark of the beast.

Friends, we must apply this principle in our lives. The mark of the beast from Revelation
13 is past history. It took place hundreds of years ago. It's long past. But the principles
remain. We are reading about the saints who the New Covenant World was built upon.
This is the faith once delivered to the saints. This is our example. These people fulfilled
the Will of God. These people showed us what it meant to have the patience of the
saints and to keep the Commandments of God.

The Book of Revelation showed us what happened when the judgment of God came
upon those who had killed the Lord Jesus and had persecuted His saints. Chapter 16,
verse 1:
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[1] And | heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go
your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.

[2] And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a
noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and
upon them which worshipped his image.

Judgment came upon those who had taken the mark. And upon those which
worshipped his image. Amazing how people cannot, or just will not see how they
worship the little g “governments” they have created for themselves. They'll hear a few
bars of a certain song and they'll jump to their feet and place their hands on their
hearts. For all the drama of it, if you happen to be watching a sporting event and forget
to switch it off before their worship music plays - you'll probably see the camera
focusing on someone with tears streaming down their face. They carry giant flags and
stand at attention until their worship song ends. They set off bombs and fly their jets
over. That's most certainly a form of worship. That's a simple form. Worship in its most
important form is what Jesus said when He said, “Where your treasure is, that's where
your heart will be also.” And we should all know what that means.

“Men don't worship their governments, Charlie.” No. They just willingly send their
young sons and their young daughters now, to get their heads blown off in the
“service”. “Thank you for your service....” How often do you hear that phrase?

One of the Hebrew words where we find the translation “service” in the English is
shaw-rath and it's defined as to attend as a menial or worshiper.

We've already seen how those that took the mark of the beast were thrown into the
fire and brimstone. Turn over to Revelation chapter 19, look beginning in verse 19:

[19] And | saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered
together to make war against Him that sat on the horse, and against His army.
[20] And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought
miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of
the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a
lake of fire burning with brimstone.

Taking the mark of the beast was damnation. These verses of Scripture all throughout
Revelation are quite clear. Turn to chapter 20, look at verse 4:

[4] And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto
them: and | saw the souls of them that were beheaded - that were beheaded -
for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped
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the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads,
or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

There are several interesting things to see here. We are focusing on the mark of the
beast, yes. But the souls of them - those that had not taken the mark - they were
beheaded for the witness of Jesus. And for the Word of God. And they had not
worshipped the beast. They did not take his image and they did not take his mark.

Friends, these are the saints upon which the New Covenant World was established.

These people were beheaded because they remained true to the exclusive Government
of God and would not yield to anything other than the Government of God, the Word
of God, the testimony of Jesus Christ and they refused to be marked by men's little g
“governments.” No matter what the threat or the perceived threat was.

These people knew there was a “law” that said, if you don't take the mark of the beast
if you don't take the mark. Today, there is no fear of being beheaded for not taking a
mark of a beast. Yet today, most people take every single mark of men's governments.
And there's no real threat for refusing to be marked by men's governments.

Turn to Hebrews chapter 11. Begin in verse 1:

[1] Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.

Examine that closely. In light of what we looked at last week, faith - means - our system
of belief. It is the substance of things hoped for. Hope is not faith. Faith is not hope.
Faith is not trust. Trust is not faith. Faith is the system of belief. It is the substance. It is
what our hope is in. It is what our trust is in. Mr. Strong's defines substance this way:

unootaotc hupostasis, hoop-os'-tas-is; from a compound of G5259 and G2476; a
setting under (support), i.e. (figuratively) concretely, essence, or abstractly, assurance
(objectively or subjectively):— confidence, confident, person, substance.

Mr. Thayer defines it this way:

UnMooTaolc, UMooTAoewC, N (Upiotnut), a word very common in Greek authors,
especially from Aristotle onward, in widely different senses, of which only those will be
noticed which serve to illustrate N.T. usage;

1. a setting or placing under; thing put under, substructure, foundation: Psalm 68:3 (Ps.
69:3); tol oikou, Ezekiel 43:11; to0 tapou, Diodorus 1, 66.

2. that which has foundation, is firm; hence,
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a. that which has actual existence; a substance, real being: T@v €v dept AVTACUATWY
T UEV €0TL KaT' Euaocty, ta 6 kad' urmtootaoty, Aristotle, de mundo, 4, 19, p. 395{a},
30; pavraoiav uev éxetv mAoutou, urtootaoty 8€ un, Artemidorus Daldianus, oneir. 3,
14; (n avyn) véotaotv (biav oUk Exel, yevvartal € €k pAoyoc, Philo de incorruptibil.
mundi § 18; similarly in other writings (cf. Sophocles Lexicon, under the word, 5; Liddell
and Scott, under the word, lll. 2).

b. the substantial quality, nature, of any person or thing: to0 @so0 (R. V. substance),
Hebrews 1:3 (Wis. 16:21; (6¢... tivo¢ Unmootdoswc i Tivog eldouc tuyxdvouotv oUc
Epelite kol voullete Oeouc, Epist. ad' Diogn. 2, 1 [ET]; (cf. Suicer, Thesaurus, under the
word)).

c. steadiness of mind, firmness, courage resolution (oi € Pobiot

The substance is the belief. The substance is the teachings found in the Word of God -
and we then place our hope and our trust in that belief system - in that faith. In the
pages of the Word of God, that's where we read about the things that are supposed to
make up our faith - our system of belief. We see the way Godly people lived in the Bible.
We see such things as what we have read in the Book of Revelation this morning. We
see the things that were done in their lives, things that pleased God, that kept His
Commandments, that kept His Word - and we are to apply those things in our lives.
That is supposed to become our faith - our system of belief. Verse 2:

[2] For by it the elders obtained a good report.

For by what? Their system of belief. Their system of belief enabled the elders to obtain
a good report.

[3] Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of
God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

Yes. Our system of belief is based on Genesis 1:1 - among many other hundreds of
passages of Scripture - “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” We
believe these things because they are found in the Word.

[4] By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which
he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he
being dead yet speaketh.

[5] By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not
found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this
testimony, that he pleased God.

Friends, there is absolutely no reason why the same things cannot be said about us
today. Do you wish your name was listed here in Hebrews 11? Sure. | wish my name
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was there. Well, live like these people lived. Have the same testimony and you will
please God. | don't see what is so hard about that. Weren't all these people men and
women just like us? | realize we have to bring in predestination and whosoever will into
the conversation - but the Whosoever Will world tells us that we should be able to live
just like these people did - who - really had no choice in the matter. We do have a
choice. We can choose to live according to the faith - the system of belief that these
people had. How do we know this?

[6] But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
Him.

We can choose to believe this. This verse tells us so. We can believe the Scriptures. We

can come to God. And God will reward them that diligently seek Him. This is faith - and
we can trust in it. We can have hope in the substance of what this says.

[7] By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with
fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the
world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

Genesis 7:6. Noah is in this chapter as an example to all of us because his faith - his
system of belief caused him to...

[5] And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him.

Noah was a man just like the rest of us. If Noah had it in him to do all that the Lord had
commanded him, then we do, too.

[8] By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should
after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither
he went.

[9] By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling
in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:
[10] For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is
God.

Abraham is called the father of our faith. Romans 4:16:

Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be
sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the Law, but to that also which is
of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,

Abraham looked for a city which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God.
Friends, those that read about in the Book of Revelation, whose testimony was of Jesus
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Christ, who were keeping the Commandments of God, yes, I'm sure as human men and
women they had the same cares we have - but they refused the mark of the beast
because they were looking for a city which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker
is God. The beast that ran the little g “government” of the world at that time - was not
running it according to the Builder and Maker which is God.

Everyone wants to talk about Abraham and Abraham is our father - but very few people
want to live the way Abraham lived. Abraham looked for a city whose Maker and
Builder was God. Most people today are thoroughly satisfied with cities who couldn't
care less about God, His Son or His Government.

[11] Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was
delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged Him faithful who
had promised.

[12] Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as
the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore
innumerable.

[13] These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen
them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

“Christians” today are not strangers and pilgrims on the earth. They are, most times,
front and center, the foremost flag-wavers and patriots to the little g “governments” of
men who couldn't care less about the God of the Bible or His Son, Jesus Christ. Verse 13
tells us that those who went before us were not marked by the “governments” of men.
They placed their sole allegiance to the God of Heaven, His Son, His Government. When
the events of history finally rolled around to the end of the Old Covenant World - the
saints didn't take the mark of the beast because they were living according to the faith -
the system of belief that those who had gone before them had lived by.

[14] For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.

[15] And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came
out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.

[16] But now they desire a better country, that is, an Heavenly: wherefore God is
not ashamed to be called their God: for He hath prepared for them a city.

This is not the “governments” and “countries” that men have created for themselves.
This should not be hard to see. This is the same language of Come out from among
them and be separate and | will be your God and you will be My people.
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Some of the the people of the united states of america love to call Him their God.
Generally speaking today, would the God of the Bible be happy to be called the God of
the U.S.A. or would He be ashamed? That shouldn't be very difficult to answer, either.

We, today, should be just like these saints in Hebrews chapter 11. We should be
desiring a better country. And until we are living among others who share the same
faith - we should be strangers and pilgrims declaring plainly that we are looking for -
trying to be a part of building - a country where God is not ashamed to be called their
God.

[17] By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had
received the promises offered up his only begotten son,

[18] Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:

[19] Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from
whence also he received him in a figure.

[20] By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.

[21] By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and
worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.

[22] By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the
children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones.

[23] By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents,
because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's
commandment.

Years of messages could be made out of that one phrase. We've got a lot of catching up
to do. Because today, men are mostly afraid of the “king's” commandment.

and they were not afraid of the king's commandment.

How did the saints found in the Book of Revelation refuse the mark of the beast? Even
under threats of being beheaded?

and they were not afraid of the king's commandment.

They were far more concerned with THE KING'S commandment, than they were the
king's commandment. They are our example. They are the model for what our faith -
our system of belief is supposed to be. They didn't just learn something new in the end
of the first century - they learned it from those who had gone before - just like we
should have learned it and should have been living it all along. Years of messages could
be preached from the next several verses we will read.

[24] By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter;
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Wouldn't be called an Egyptian.

[25] Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season;

[26] Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt:
for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.

[27] By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured,
as seeing Him who is invisible.

One of the reasons the saints in the Book of Revelation did not take the mark of the
beast was because they knew the story of Moses. They knew that it was God Whom
they should fear and not earthly kings. They knew that it was far greater to esteem the
reproach of Christ over being able to buy or sell in the Roman Empire with the same
ease that everyone else was experiencing. “It's just a number. It's no big deal.” Amazing
when you hear people who claim the name of Jesus Christ - oh my goodness - try to
justify the taking and using of that number. Or the taking or using of the other marks of
men's little g “governments” for expediency. For ease of living. For prosperity sake.

Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season;

Sin is defined as the transgression of the Law of God. It is everywhere. When men trade
the Law of God for their own laws, their own statutes, etc., that is the ultimate
definition of sin. Yeah, most people do not commit murder. Most people do not steal.
But generally speaking, trading the Laws of God for the laws of men is the ultimate
definition of sin - and that is what men are in such desperate need of today concerning
repentance and the forgiveness of sins.

Friends, there is pleasure in trading the Laws of God for the laws of men. When you
take to yourselves the laws of men - there will be a certain amount of physical comfort
in doing so. There is an element of pleasure. There can be great amounts of prosperity.
There is pleasure in sin - but the Scripture says it for a season.

What we saw in the fake Covid era - is but a glimpse of what | believe is coming for
those who have had pleasure in trading God's Laws for theirs. We'll see. It may take a
little bit longer still - but it's coming. Digital currency. It's all they talk about now. |
cannot believe that more people are not screaming bloody murder over this. If they get
their digital currency - they will be able to control every single transaction that takes
place. They will be able to turn off certain types of transactions. They will be able to
turn off specific people's ability to transact digitally. They will be able to restrict where
purchases can be made.
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And I'm telling you today, we are at the place where we are because people who should
have known better - should have said NO to things many years ago. They should have
been preaching against “the many such like things ye do that have made God's Word of
no effect” but instead - they chose to live according to the pleasures of sin for a season
- and they rejected the reproach of Christ in order to live by the treasures of Egypt.

For sake of time, skip down to verse 32:

[28] Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that
destroyed the firstborn should touch them.

[29] By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians
assaying to do were drowned.

[30] By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about
seven days.

[31] By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when
she had received the spies with peace.

[32] And what shall | more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and
of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the
prophets:

[33] Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions,

[34] Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of
the aliens.

[35] Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured,
not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:

[36] And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of
bonds and imprisonment:

[37] They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with
the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute,
afflicted, tormented;

[38] (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

[39] And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the
promise:

[40] God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should
not be made perfect.

When | was just a kid. Twenty-twenty one years old. | believed that taking a mark of a
beast - would damn my soul to hell. | know that the social security number is not the
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mark of the beast. But it is without question a mark of a beast. And some of you liars
and deceivers out there right now - if that sounds harsh - so be it - and most know who
| am talking about - that will tell you that taking that mark means nothing - they are
functioning exactly in the same manner as those false prophets did in Revelation
chapter 19

with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast,
The true followers of Jesus Christ are to resist anything that is in the spirit of antichrist.

Mark 7 is very clear. The system that they were using with their Corban gifts was
designed to alter the way God said parents were to be taken care of in their old age.
Today, Mark 7 is renamed Social Security in the U.S. And Christians should not be a part
of it. That should have been real easy when it was started years ago. The accompanying
number that goes along with that system should have been real easy. It is a mark of a
beast - it is the spirit of antichrist and should have been preached against from every
voice that claimed the name of Jesus Christ.

| have people ask me all the time about living without one. “How do you do it?” | gave
you testimony this morning how it started in my life. When you believe that taking a
mark of a beast eliminates you from being found in the Book of Life - when you believe
that - as | did 40 years ago - and you determine to live without that number in
obedience to the commands of God - then life goes on. Life is going to continue and you
find ways to live so that you can please God by being faithful. I'm not going to sit here
and tell you that enjoying the pleasures of sin for a season would not be easier.

Some of you know this, | could have been a professional baseball player. And there
were tons of people who told me | could have been a “Christian” and a professional
baseball player at the same time and how awesome that would have been. But | would
have to reject the Commands of God in order to do so. Sure. | could have been rich, but
| would have had to reject the Commands of God to do so. | chose to esteem the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt.

| will tell you, it is disheartening to look out at all of what most people think is
“Christendom.” And see how rich they are and how comfortable they appear to be. And
how they have perfectly justified their “christianity” and being a citizen of the world at
the same time. And | just sit here and scratch my head in total amazement at those who
were beheaded for Christ, because they wouldn't be marked by men's “governments.”
They gave their lives because they would not deny the Kingship of Christ. But today, no
one is expected to suffer any consequences for the Kingship of Christ. How foolish it is
to think that one cannot be a follower of Jesus Christ and a flag-waving citizen of the

world.
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What has happened, is that men have built their own religions. Just like the Pharisees
did in Mark 7 - and all the people followed them. And they have made the Word of God
of no effect in their lives. It is only by the quickening power of the Word of God that
men are brought to the proper place of repentance and the necessity of bowing the
knee to King Jesus and His Government. But the religious leaders of our day have
removed the Kingship of Christ from the Gospel. They've changed the truth of God into
a lie.

We must remain true to the faith once delivered to the saints. We must remain true to
the testimony of Jesus Christ and to the Commandments of God.
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